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n " The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address ~~ 

Period for Reply r 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. " V ' 

" ^ s5^1^™?f to a f v l f i,ab,e r und wV he , p *L ovisions of 37 CFR 1 - 136(a) - ,n no event > however - ™y a re p'y *» *™** 

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timelv 

hailure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U S C 5 133^ 

aSsrSKS" SZSSSTjSS" after ,he mailin9 da,e 0,this communicaUon - even if ,imely fi,ed ' m - rete - 

Status 

1)D Responsive to communication(s) filed on 



2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)M This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) M Claim(s) 1-14 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

Q)M Claim(s) M4 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 13 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 13 The drawing(s) filed on 30 July 2003 is/are: a)Q accepted or b)(3 objected to by the Examiner. 
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 185(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

Attachment(s) 

Dpi Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-4 13) 

2) |_J Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTCM449 or PTO/SB/08) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 
Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 6) □ Other: . 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to because the label "Fig 1 " should be removed from 
the first drawing sheet, in that this figure is already labeled as "Fig 1a". Corrected 
drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .1 21 (d) are required in reply to the Office 
action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing 
sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the 
sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of an 
amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be 
canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, and 
where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate changes 
made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for consistency. 
Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering of the 
remaining figures. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled "Replacement Sheet" in 
the page header (as per 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) so as not to obstruct any portion of the 
drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be 
notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The 
objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

2. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) 
because they include the following reference character(s) not mentioned in the 
description: # 9c (as per figs 2,6 and 7). Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 
37 CFR 1 .121(d), or amendment to the specification to add the reference character(s) in 
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the description in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121 (b) are required in reply to the Office 
action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing 
sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the 
sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The replacement sheet(s) should be 
labeled "Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) so as not to 
obstruct any portion of the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted by the 
examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in 
the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

3. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: (1 ) "hook 5" 
(page 7, line 6) should be - hook 4.-; and (2) "9b" described as both a "rib" (page 7, 
line 11) as well as a "cylindrical step" (page 10, line 29). 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

4. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
H!f ♦ 9 h- n K f' n E ■ m SUCh fu "' Clear ' concise ' and exact terms as to ena °'e Person skNIed in the 
h Pe , a ' n , S ' ° r W ? iCh ^ iS m0St nearly co ™ected, to make and use the same and shaH 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

5. Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the written description requirement and/or as failing to comply with the 
enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not described 
in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it pertains, 
or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. Firstly, the 
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drawings in the present application are very poor. The manner or cooperation of the 
pawl and the "radial step" is disclosed and illustrated in such a manner that one of 
ordinary skill would find it difficult to (1) determine the scope of the claims which recite 
this and (2) make the claimed device. The disclosure of the invention is for the benefit 
of another person reading the specification and claims and being able to understand 
how all of the parts cooperate and thus how one would make the claimed device without 
having the resort to trial and error. The "radial step" in figs 6-7 is what appears to 
merely be an inner portion of the collar (9). No manner of cooperation of the pawl and 
step is shown in the drawings. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in 
the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession 
of the claimed invention. The so-called "radial step" (9b) is shown in figures 6 and 7 
and the pawl in figures 9 and 10. The drawings do not show nor suggest the manner of 
cooperation between the pawl and the step which is recited in each of the independent 
claims. In fact, no one figure shows both the pawl and the step. As the saying goes, a 
picture is worth a thousand words and the illustration of a least some cooperation of the 
pawl and the step would help one reading the claims exactly what applicant is 
attempting to claim. One should not have to resort to guesswork as to the manner of 
operation of the claimed device, especially when the noted element(s) are arguably the 
distinguishing features relative to the prior art. 

6. Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
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applicant regards as the invention. The deficiencies of the specification/drawings noted 
above and pertaining to the radial step and pawl make it difficult to determine scope of 
the claims, eg. Claims 1 (lines 12-15), 12 (lines 6-8), 13 (lines 15-20) and 14 (line 6). 
"Bottom" (claim 11, line 1) should be -- middle--. "Upper spline" (claim 12, line 11) 
lacks antecedent. Applicant should review the claims for any.additional informalities. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

8. Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Lesley et al 
(US 2004/0128783). '783 discloses a twist mop (10) comprising a pole (11), fibers (18) 
connected to an end of the pole, collar (100) having a radial step (104) and a pawl 
(110), the pawl being flexible and removable from the collar. 

Comment Regarding Claims 1-13 

9. Claims 1-13 have not been addressed with regard to the prior art in that the 
specification/drawings make it difficult at best to determine the scope thereof. For 
example, lines 1 2-1 6 of claim 1 . 
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Conclusion 



10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Each of the prior art patents are pertinent to twist mops including 
some type of ratchet/pawl mechanism. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mark Spisich whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1278. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th (5:30-3:00), Alternate Fri off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert J Warden can be reached on (571) 272-1281 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 




Mark Spisich 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1744 
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